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The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) will be a major component 
of California’s renewable energy planning.  It is currently being developed through a 
collaborative effort between State and Federal agencies, including the California Energy 
Commission, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  As a part of this effort, the 
California Energy Commission will be issuing a grant solicitation this Spring to Los 
Angeles County and 14 other qualified counties and a total of $7 million in grant funding 
will be awarded for the purpose of local renewable energy planning activities. 
 
The DRECP focuses on the Mojave Desert region and encompasses 22.5 million acres 
of land, some of which is owned by the Federal government.  It will help provide 
effective protection and conservation of desert ecosystems while allowing for the 
appropriate development of renewable energy projects.  The DRECP will result in an 
efficient and effective biological mitigation and conservation program that is tied to the 
Federal and California Endangered Species Acts.  This program will provide renewable 
energy developers with certainty related to permit timing and costs while at the same 
time preserving, restoring and enhancing natural communities and related ecosystems. 
  
The Department of Regional Planning has been an active stakeholder in the DRECP 
process by attending meetings, providing feedback, and exchanging information.  A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County and the California Energy 
Commission has been introduced to the County.  Entering into this MOU will formalize 
the continued participation and engagement of the County in the development of the 
DRECP.  Additionally, the MOU will make the County eligible to apply for the grant 
funding. 
 
I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors enter into the MOU with the 
California Energy Commission to continue participation and engagement in the 
development of the DRECP. 
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